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Abstract

Scientists in the Netherlands are cultivating edible insects to address

concerns of international food security. Committed to the One World,

One Health (OWOH) movement, their research aims to create a safe and

effective global solution to the conjoined problems of climate change and

an increasing worldwide demand for protein. Their preliminary work is

promising, as it suggests that when compared to other sources of meat,

insects can be an efficient, safe, and low-impact source of nutrients.

Additionally, in many sites with endemic malnutrition, people find

insects tasty. The problem these scientists are grappling with, however, is

that insects that are easily mass-produced are not the insects people

typically want to eat. This paper shows how the contingency of edibility
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complicates existing scientific models of travel that posit that singular

objects spread peripherally outwards from a center into a globally

connected, singular world. The scientists are finding that the production

of successful food products necessitates that insects be constantly

tinkered with: there is no "insect" that can be globally edible since "the

global" itself is not a singular entity. This in turn complicates the vision

of replicability and "scaling up" inherent in an OWOH vision of science.

The researchers' process of moving their goods from the laboratory boxes

they work with into the mealtime practices they seek to impact is

compelling them to cultivate and articulate new ideals for research,

methods of translation, and pathways by which goods can travel. They

are finding that if they want to affect the health of "the world," they must

engage with many different worlds.

Keywords: Care; Collaboration; Edible insects; Food security; Global

health; Para-sitic ethnography; Scaling up; The Netherlands.

Copyright © 2014 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

Similar articles

• The potential for entomophagy to address undernutrition.

Nadeau L, Nadeau I, Franklin F, Dunkel F. Nadeau L, et al. Ecol Food

Nutr. 2015;54(3):200-8. doi: 10.1080/03670244.2014.930032. Epub 2014

Nov 17. Ecol Food Nutr. 2015. PMID: 25401273

• Edible insects are the future?

van Huis A. van Huis A. Proc Nutr Soc. 2016 Aug;75(3):294-305. doi:

10.1017/S0029665116000069. Epub 2016 Feb 24. Proc Nutr Soc. 2016.

PMID: 26908196

• Potential of insects as food and feed in assuring food security.

The world in a box? Food security, edible insects, and "O... about:reader?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.ni...

2 of 5 4/22/22, 22:30

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25401273/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25401273/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26908196/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/26908196/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/23020616/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/23020616/


van Huis A. van Huis A. Annu Rev Entomol. 2013;58:563-83. doi:

10.1146/annurev-ento-120811-153704. Epub 2012 Sep 27. Annu Rev

Entomol. 2013. PMID: 23020616 Review.

• Entomophagy: Nutritional, ecological, safety and legislation aspects.

Raheem D, Raposo A, Oluwole OB, Nieuwland M, Saraiva A,

Carrascosa C. Raheem D, et al. Food Res Int. 2019 Dec;126:108672. doi:

10.1016/j.foodres.2019.108672. Epub 2019 Sep 10. Food Res Int. 2019.

PMID: 31732082 Review.

• Edible insects in China: Utilization and prospects.

Feng Y, Chen XM, Zhao M, He Z, Sun L, Wang CY, Ding WF. Feng Y, et

al. Insect Sci. 2018 Apr;25(2):184-198. doi: 10.1111/1744-7917.12449.

Epub 2017 Apr 20. Insect Sci. 2018. PMID: 28225201 Review.

Cited by 7 articles

• Join our team, change the world: edibility, producibility and food futures

in cultured meat company recruitment videos.

Stephens N. Stephens N. Food Cult Soc. 2021 Mar 31;25(1):32-48. doi:

10.1080/15528014.2021.1884787. eCollection 2022. Food Cult Soc.

2021. PMID: 35177960 Free PMC article.

• Development of a Questionnaire to Assess Knowledge and Perceptions

about Edible Insects.

Guiné RPF, Florença SG, Costa CA, Correia PMR, Ferreira M, Duarte J,

Cardoso AP, Campos S, Anjos O. Guiné RPF, et al. Insects. 2021 Dec

31;13(1):47. doi: 10.3390/insects13010047. Insects. 2021. PMID:

35055890 Free PMC article.

• Framing the future of food: The contested promises of alternative

proteins.

The world in a box? Food security, edible insects, and "O... about:reader?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.ni...

3 of 5 4/22/22, 22:30

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31732082/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31732082/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28225201/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28225201/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35177960/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35177960/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35177960/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35177960/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35055890/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35055890/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35055890/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35055890/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32039343/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32039343/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32039343/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32039343/


Sexton AE, Garnett T, Lorimer J. Sexton AE, et al. Environ Plan E Nat

Space. 2019 Mar;2(1):47-72. doi: 10.1177/2514848619827009. Epub

2019 Feb 6. Environ Plan E Nat Space. 2019. PMID: 32039343 Free

PMC article.

• Overcoming challenges for designing and implementing the One Health

approach: A systematic review of the literature.

Dos S Ribeiro C, van de Burgwal LHM, Regeer BJ. Dos S Ribeiro C, et

al. One Health. 2019 Mar 18;7:100085. doi:

10.1016/j.onehlt.2019.100085. eCollection 2019 Jun. One Health. 2019.

PMID: 31016220 Free PMC article. Review.

• Healthy, but Disgusting: An Investigation Into Consumers' Willingness to

Try Insect Meat.

Poortvliet PM, Van der Pas L, Mulder BC, Fogliano V. Poortvliet PM, et

al. J Econ Entomol. 2019 May 22;112(3):1005-1010. doi: 10.1093/jee

/toz043. J Econ Entomol. 2019. PMID: 30834937 Free PMC article.

Publication types

• 

MeSH terms

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

The world in a box? Food security, edible insects, and "O... about:reader?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.ni...

4 of 5 4/22/22, 22:30

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31016220/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31016220/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31016220/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31016220/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30834937/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30834937/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30834937/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30834937/


• 

• 

• 

LinkOut - more resources

• Full Text Sources

• Elsevier Science

• Medical

• MedlinePlus Health Information

The world in a box? Food security, edible insects, and "O... about:reader?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpubmed.ncbi.nlm.ni...

5 of 5 4/22/22, 22:30

https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0277-9536(14)00379-7
https://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0277-9536(14)00379-7
https://medlineplus.gov/internationalhealth.html
https://medlineplus.gov/internationalhealth.html

